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The acronyms TVK and DMK refer
to two opposing political parties in Tamil
Nadu, India: the new party Tamilaga
Vettrl Kazhagam (TVK), led by actor-
turned-politician Vijay, and the
incumbent ruling party Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (DMK).

The "vs" signiiies a developing
political rivalry and an escalating war of
words ahead of the 2026 Tamil Nadu
Assembly elections.

Key Points of Rivalry : Declared Main
Opposition: TVK chief Vijay has repeatedly
stated that the 2026 election will be a
direct contest between only the TVK and
the DMK, positioning his party as the
primary alternative to the current
government.

Ideological Stance: The TVK has declared
the DMK its “"political enemy" and the
national ruling BJP iis “"ideological
enemy".

Accusations: Vijay and his party leaders
have accused the DMK of corruption,
"family politics”, obstructing TVK's
events, and using the government
machinery to spread slander and
manipulate voter lists.

DMK Response: DMK leaders have
dismissed the TVK's claims, with some
calling them a minor force, and others
suggesting the DMK is not worried about
the new party's eniry.

Public Engagement: The rivalry has
included public jousting through
speeches, press conierences, and even a
"legacy war" using Al-generated videos
to claim the heritage oi progressive
leaders like Periyar.

Electoral Rolls Issue: A recent point of
contention has been the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls,
with the TVK accusing the DMK
government oi misusing the process to
delete eligible TVK-leaning voters,
particularly irom GenZ.

2026 Elections: Both parties are actively
campaigning for the 2026 polls, with
Vijay declaring his intention to contest
from the Madurai East constituency and
the TVK general council naming him the
Chief Ministerial candidate.

Bussy Anand,
General Secretary of the political party
Tamilaga Vetiri Kazhagam (TVK),

Anand has recently made
statements regarding the party's
upcoming state conierence and has
been involved in legal proceedings
related to a past stampede incident.
Recent Statements.

State Conierence Details: In a statement
to the media around November 17,
2025, Bussy Anand coniirmed that the
TVK's first state conierence would he
held on September 23 in Vikravandi. He
provided details on the anticipated
number of aitendees across diiferent
demographics (30,000 men, 15,000
women, 5,000 elderly, and 500
differently-abled persons).

«DMK....

the BJP's protests against the Tamil Nac
government regarding alleged?
irregularities at TASMAC (Tamil Nadu'Sggs
State Marketing Corporation), stating the “%§
central government's Directorate of
Eniorcement was a "spectator" and
suggesting a secret alliance between the
DMK and BJP.

Legal and Other News
Karur Stampede Case: Bussy Anand is a
named accused in the case related 1o a
stampede at a TVK rally in l(ﬂl‘lll‘ on
September 27, 2025, which resulfe
deaths.

Anticipatory Bail: He and .
another TVK leader hadf "™
sought anticipatory bail,
which was initially dismissefi
by the Madras High Court, wit
the court condemning théfk
leaders for abandoning the
victims and noting the gravity i
of the incident.

(ase Status: He later withdrew
his anticipatory bail plea In
the High Court after the
investigation was transferred
to the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI).
Accusations: TVK
functionaries, including
Anand, have alleged that the
stampede was not an accident |
but rather orchestrated by the
police and ruling DMK
members, a claim the sta
government has countered.
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TOXIC FOAM DISRUPTS

Hosur is facing problems with
severe traffic congestion due to ongoing
infrastructure projects like a problematic
flyover at Bagalur Road Junction (GRT
Circle) and other incomplete roadworks.
Other 1ssues include water scarcity, sewage
contamination, and a growing need for
improved public transport and better
housing to keep up with rapid industrial
growth. Farmers also face challenges with
migrating elephants damaging crops in
nearby agricultural areas.

Traffic and infrastructure

Flyover issues: The GRT Circle
flyover developed cracks, leading to its
closure for heavy vehicles and causing
significant traffic jams on the NH 44.
Although repairs are underway, the delays
have worsened congestion, especially on the
Outer Ring Road.

Incomplete projects:

A new flyover near the SIPCOT
Industrial Area, launched m 2023, 1s still
unfinished, adding to the city's traffic
problems.

Road maintenance: Road maintenance
work on Bagalur Road has also led to traffic
congestion and parking issues.

Public services and utilities

-4 4 b

Waterscarcity and contamination:
The city faces issues with water

scarcity, and there have been reports of

sewage contamination of water sources.
Sewage and drainage: Clogged drains and
sewer lines cause flooding and public
grievances, particularly during the
MONSOON s€ason.

Public transportation and hoursing

Need for better public transport:
Residents have requested better approach
roads to main highways, a direct train
service to Chennai, and an exclusive airport
for Hosur and nearby areas.

Housing demands:

There 1s a demand for improved
housing options as the city's population
continues to grow rapidly.

Agriculture and wildlife
Elephant migration:
Migrating elephants from the

Jawalagiri and Denkanikottai forest areas

frequently damage crops in agricultural
fields.
Crop damage:

Farmers have asked for better

fencing and more personnel to protect
crops during the migration season.
Fencing and other measures: The forest
department has implemented measures
like wire fences and planting grass to
mitigate crop damage, which have shown
some success.
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Cavusersof the froth
The toxic foam 1s largely attributed
to untreated industrial effluents and
domestic sewage discharged into the
river system from industrial areas in
and around Bengaluru, Karnataka,
which 1s upstream of Krishnagiri
district in Tamil Nadu. This
problem intensifies during the rainy
season when heavy rainfall washes
accumulated waste downstream into
the dam, leading to a large amount of
foam churning at the dam's outflow
points.
Majorimpactsand Problems
Agricultural Damage:
Farmers in Krishnagiri and other
downstream districts (Dharmapuri,
Vellore, Cuddalore) report severe
crop damage and financial losses.
The chemicals in the foam and
polluted water are said to "burn’
crops like ragi and carrot, making the
water unfit for irrigation.

r-

Health Concerns:

Residents living near the river
have reported falling ill, with concerns
about the long-term effects of the
polluted water on public health and
the contamination of the local
groundwater table.

Environmental Crisis:

The pollution 1s an ongoing
environmental emergency,
threatening the river's ecosystem and
the livelihoods of thousands who
depend onit.

Ongoing Actions

The 1ssue 1s a source of inter-
state concern, with the Tamil Nadu
government urging the Karnataka
government to take action against
polluting industries. The National
Green Tribunal (NGT) has taken a
suo motu (on its own motion) notice
of the contamination and has formed
a committee to study the issue and
suggesta permanent solution.
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